368              THE ROMANCE OF EMPIRE

'Maori named Te Ua declared that the Angel Gabriel had
come to him with the revelation of a new religion to take the
place of Christianity, and to render the Maoris invulnerable
against the bullets of the white men, who had departed from
the true faith.

An officer named Captain Lloyd was killed, and his head
was carried by the fanatics as a symbol of their religious
might. The Hau Haus, as the fanatics called themselves,
attacked an English outpost at Sentry Hill, and with the
'prophet' at their head, singing a wild barbaric hymn, marched
calmly to the very muzzles of the guns. It was only when'
some forty of them had been killed by a storm of bullets that
they lost faith in their leader. But even then they put down
his failure to the fact that he had offended the Angel Gabriel,
and they swept onwards to the Wanganui River, to convert
other tribes to the new doctrine.

One of these tribes, under a chief named Mete Kingi,
disputed the passage of the river and challenged the fanatics
to a fair fight on the little island of Montoa. The challenge
was accepted, and rules were drawn up with as much ceremony
as in the days of the knightly tournaments of Europe. At
daybreak both armies met on the island, and after a good deal
of preliminary defiance and much singing of war-songs and
hymns, advanced within a few yards of each other. Then
each side fired a volley, afterwards charging with tomahawk
and rifle-butts. At first Mete Kingi and his tribesmen fell
back, but afterwards rallied and regained their ground. The
battle surged to and fro. It was a hand-to-hand combat in
which warrior fought warrior in single dueL Feats of strength
and heroism were achieved on either side. All the fighting
traditions of the Maori race animated the hearts of those
combatants locked in deadly rivalry. No quarter was asked
or given, and the mires were red with blood. At last the
Hau Haus were driven back to the edge of the island, and
the survivors .of the great battle plunged into the river to
escape by swimming. Their chief.was wounded in many